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beau-Tonneau; but the place of Cazal&s was well filled by the
fiery young Dutchman, Daverhoult; and the wisdom of Malouet
was well matched by the experience of Vaublanc. Yincent
Marie Viennot, ci-devant Comte de Vaublanc, was the son of a
Burgundian nobleman by a rich Creole, and was born in the
island of San Domingo in 1755. At the age of seven he was
taken to Paris, and educated at the military school there. In
1774 he became an officer in the Regiment de la Sarre, and
then went to San Domingo, where he married. On his return
to France in 1782 he left the army and established himself
near Melun. He took part in the elections of 1789, and acted
as secretary to the noblesse of the bailliage of Melun, though
he did not succeed in being elected a deputy. He followed the
proceedings of the Constituent Assembly with great interest,
particularly its behaviour with regard to San Domingo, and
in 1791 he was elected deputy to the Legislative Assembly by
the department of the Seine-et-Marne.1 He was a representa-
tive of the Royalist party of a very different type from Daver-
hoult. His attachment to the monarchy was not due to
youthful enthusiasm and romantic sentiment, but to a belief
that in a strong government alone the anarchic condition of
France and her colonies could find a remedy. He was by no
means a hearty supporter of the new constitution, but he
had sworn to observe it, and intended to keep his oath. His
courage and his wisdom were more than once tried as the
chief representative of the smaller section of the right, and
his name occurs more than once as its leader in the most
stirring debates in the Legislative Assembly.

The Royalist section was very few in numbers, though it
contained, as has been just said, some men of great courage
and ability. The strongest party numerically in the whole
Assembly was that of the Feuillants. After the events of
July 17 the club of the Feuillants, which had originally grown
out of the Monarchical Club, was joined by most of the
former members of the left of the Constituent Assembly, and

1 Memoires of   Vaublanc in Berville  and Barri&re's  Collection des
M&moires,